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FISHERIES MANAGEMENT FROJECT S5U

F.5-R-13 Central Montana Fisheriles Study--Steve E. Swedberg

Job IV, Tyalustion of Flanting Catchable Sized Rainbow Trout
inte Waters Containing High Population Denslities of
Tess Desirable Spacles of Fish

Tn 1963 Lake Francis, nsar the town of Valler, Pondera County,
Tiher Ressrvoir in Liberty and Toole Countiss and the Marias River
helow Tiber Dem, primarily in Liberty and Hiil Countiss, wers to
he stooked with "graded” six to seven lnch rainbow trout. These

waters already conbalned high densitiss of fish of several differant
species.

The vrimary objectlvs was to find oub how many of the tbtagged troub
released would be caught by the angler. Also, two other chisctives
were to be considered. One was to evaluate angler use Tigures for
Tiber Reserveir. Past annual angler use figures put out by the
Bureau of Reclamatlon wers considered to be far in excess than those
figures esbimated by distrlict wardens and fisheries personnel, An
additional objective was to see if a fishery could be nrovided to
sabisfy the demand expressed by anglers and other interested persons
in Chester and other near-by communitles,

Plants of tagged and marked fish that were intreduced into Laks
Francis, Tiber Reservoir and Marias River were: In July 9, 1963
Tale Francis was stocked with 3,060 reinbow troutl gveraging 10 lnches
in length, and these trout werse tagged with a white plastic jaw tag.
In July 3, 10, 12, 1963 the Willow Crask Arm of Tibver Reservolr wWas
planted with 9,626 rainbow trout averaging 10 inches in lsngth, and
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these troutsalso marked with & white plastic jaw tag, dn July 12,
1663 the Willow Cresk Arm of Tlber Bessrvoir was stocked with 10,000
rainbow troub aversging five inches in length; these £ish had their
right belly fin clipped off, the left fin was not clipped. In July
12, and 15, 1963 the Marias River bslow Tiber Dam was planted with
i,bL0 ten~inch rainbow Trouv. E/ The left left belly fin of these
trout wag clipped off, but the right fin was nol,

Plans for the regovery of tagged or marked fish included a statistical
sampling plan, “thidy-two days of warden sssistance and & gummer
employee. Any additional checks were to be made with gill nets,
We plam-to disconilnue

t oject since wae feel that the thres
objosctives have been satl '

1/ The loads were split, approximately 3,190 wers planted just
Telow the cublet down te the park, The other 3,&%@ wars placed
just above the first bridge {Pugsley's) downstream from the dam.



